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BRIEF HISTORY 

OF ACT 250  



In 1969 Gov. Deane Davis and others became  

concerned about impacts of new development in 

Vermont.  





History of Act 250  

After hearings by the Gibb  

Commission and statewide  

debate the Vermont 

legislature passed a law to 

regulate certain kinds  of 

development at the state 

level, in addition  to any 

existing local review.  





The Legislature created the former Environmental 

Board to administer Act 250 : 

 

òéin order to protect and  conserve the lands  and 

the environment  of the state and to insure that these 

lands and environment are devoted to uses which are 

not detrimental to the public welfare and interests.ó  

 

 

An Act to Create an Environmental Board and District 

Environmental Commissions, Pub.Act . No. 250, § 1, 1969, 

Vt.Laws  (Adj.Sess.) 237 (eff. Apr. 4, 1970).  



Vermont . . . has managed to keep intact more of the natural 
beauty and open space that people love about it. A lot of the 
credit for that goes to a . . . state land-use law, known as Act 
250. 
 
Under Act 250, nine regional commissions review any large-
scale development falling within their jurisdictions. Before a 
development can proceed, it must win a permit from its 
regional commission. The commissions, supporters say, have 
done their best to balance economic growth with 
environmental and aesthetic sensitivity and planning 
practicality.  

Jonathan Walters, Land-use Laws Are A Battleground , Chicago 
Tribune, Nov. 15, 1992.  



Natural Resources Board 

NRB Chair 

Staff Attorney 

Executive Director 

Administrative Staff (2) 

Five Regional Act 250 Offices  

    - 10 District Coordinators 

     - 6 Administrative Staff 

General Counsel Business Director 

NRB Members (4) 

Nine District Commissions 

- Members appointed by Gov. 

- Serve 2 ï 4 years terms 

Enforcement 

Officer 

Alternate NRB Members (5) 



9 Environmental Districts  



ACT 250 

JURISDICTION   



Subdivisions  of 10 lots or more, or 6 lots in 

towns without permanent zoning and 

subdivision regulations.  

 



Commercial development  on 

>1 or >10 acre 

 



Other Act 250 

Jurisdictional 

Triggers   

�¾ State and municipal projects >10 

acres disturbance  

�¾ Housing projects with 10 or more 

units (higher thresholds for Priority 

Housing Projects in designated 

centers) 

�¾ Communication towers >50 feet in 

height  

�¾ Commercial, residential, or industrial 

development above 2,500 feet 

�¾ Material change to an Act 250 

permitted project  

�¾ Substantial changes to pre -existing 

(pre-1970) projects  

 


